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Biography makes Kmseys private life public
fiyjEROvH WEEKS
7^4 Cak^ Momirj S&tii

•iiiittgitto £ iiniiid.m vziiUi y£u wtrt
Cievcx Oiuci: oc wJ:^ yoc ioctv
ftboci — poi just Qe (cdinary
o^cchfcuc^ of procre&ikai bm vade
artas such.as dse&se. caa^rurry^-^^
hoiDOsexua^.

7m»girtft being clueless acout all of thU
—aridDMta>owT££ wbeiber anyooe
could But you knew dus for cercau:
Juft addE^ abocr any of ii wOl get you
ifitjtrotbje.

IsugiDC Ec'jCA of Aaoenca cefoi« Dr.
Atfred Kicsey.

"Ifs adiff^narwo^" saysJames H.
JCDCS, -vtosAbtognipb7, "Alfrec C-
Kmsc)*; A Publk/Mvaze life," has just
been released by W.W. NortoiL

Mioy ?eopie andrr 30 fcoosbfy have
scvTT iieard of Kinsey. Stere Hize,
cuybe; Kmsey,no. Bui when "Sexual
Behavior in Human Msle" (IMS) and
*Sca".^ Behaviijr ia the Hiuaao ?emale"
(liSZ) — ccJkctively iknown as "The
Kinsey Rep<irr" — K«re issued and
beca[Sde best skiers, they sec off a
riresianii c£ coatrovers?. Thcs^
cotlToversies have cgntiiujed tc flare ia
^eba^es overKiosey'ssiatiaical
•i^ods, his n5C of incfrvievirs xvizL sex

Revolutionary' researcher changed thirikmg,
pubEc debate about issues surrounding sex
afCe&oers aod ks iaierpi'ctadckLScf 2;^
6aia ab^: fepression. cl££s nac^s

'reE^cffi, ncceand sesxal oneQCaacc.

Sme af this beat has ereeiec Jones'
~~~ ^tdrtKulflciy vOfii* i, ijinz ^

private life In a sxanliae excerpt tiuu
appeared in Tne Yorker, Jones

Kijise}''s risk-caking sexual
tnarTmaintal,

Toroographic,mulci-partiier—activities
at the Tittup could have g<}nes luiti

fired from liujiaoa Cniver&i^ smd would
have roiaed the vepantua of his
reficarctL

CSnicai approach
His research — and the blaze of

publicny be boib courted and sbunaed —
"shaaered the old ccmspiracy of sileace "
savs Jct&es,a professor ofiastaryar the
Universliy ^ Houacca ai^ theautiiorof
''BadBlo^" a studyofthe infamous
T^ts^ee syphilis ccperuwea:. •TCtusey
^ve pec^tk permfcsskia in toe naxne cf
scleoce to about sex, and that fcas
m^deao enorcnfius difference.We live in

a Vi'irld w.iere parer.i& abou;
HUisnj^atioG and •-een-aaer£ t&Ii; about

"pretnan^ seic."
In additioa, TKiosey demonstraied ue

berveeQ prescribed and actual
r-cJiavicr^ — berwe:; wnat gtaLsters,
doctors, te£chef&-and lawicakdrs ^y
people should doas i^pofi^ u wbaithey
actuaUry ds. "Kinsey convinced people
iBat sex couid be studied by soettcists
and tba: our social policies s>yin"ii1 be
informed by such laowledge."

Kinsey succeeded iftaH of this by
praseadag hoisdf as the objective
xesearcber— completenai of
science. His great ea^pertise was
orlgirially ia fall wasp taxonnmy.
caBertttg and classifyiag the ^grid's
largest archive ofthe tiny, wiaged
insects. To tnost people, such a biokTgist

not be drier or further removed
f;:3Q. the swacqjs of human sexnaiiiy.

according lo Jones, KiDseyset off
a sea^ revolution precisely because lie
VMS aa ardezn revoluriiiaary —in his
work and his sexHe. Ajtfcoc^ Kinsey
married and had ctiidren, Joaes argues

tbai fimdamsntal erotic iorerests
wrere gay: He bad a number of intense
icfv^affairs with yotaig om. He filmed
his f><T.<aaAr< bav.'xe sex 'witfi willing
paraer?. Ke also cacoaraged his ivife.
Clara, to have an affair with an assisvfizi:
— witfl wtwm he already vas inv :>lved.

—Andrasiiirsecrsrtife-becaaee
increasinglypressured underth^giare
c: public scruiiiiy and bi& own anMlioas»
Kinsey became danuz^fly masnchisnc.

eLs circumcised hiiLseif — witucmt
anesthesia.

Unconventionai methods
SC'what reiancQSiup does any of uds

have with his research?
A one, Jones believB&. In

his stixiies. Kiosey was derennined to
ga^eras wide aLdvanous a sampling of
sexual activitj' as possible — rae bener
to evaluate behavior. Previous
sex theorists, inchidmg Sigmuad Freud,
^udSQ^e sweepsng conclusions about
frtiBi was ''aboormal" based ta ^ few
lumdredpecitfeat mosL A ur^acu
sdeniis:, Kinsey was determined to
trues? ^ iheonsts vizt fnoumaias of
data. He did not have the beaneflt (£
current sailing techniques th&r woi^
have pennitted sm^er databases.
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Iiwtead, he coIlMed the UMr.
numbw of 18,000 Inimriewe.

Howime(l»X>,oiM.
Poribt*hiisoefreri,KiiiM)' uindpicKvd

Runtly gar or htatwonl rmIMk in. Antl he
onen tested their aMUllrflUlex v Pxpailiift
fauuMll totbem. tnlklng prova^velyabout
srx. cvm hovindcex witittlwii. Al)i>r
which cmild hnvc been • breae \ it
larofcMicmalethics poMR>l

03

up«rhmnon

of "dackinf the itecV agnlnst
tl«a) coMidrmI "accfpial'l''" I
(Kinsey al*o never hl>«<l n wor no m a
researcher —wMdi, to intmy, frlnmly
wcahcnvfl h)oropeH l« female iicxiiollty.j

Volax a n^xrnrrhrr, Kliwy'i prc«*liiM
need In the 1940s was to tbidli tU
associates who. in face>io>r8ce nt
Mlih peetile, woiua bo iiotg«dw ir
•vtHild be fanjOiw with the rmw i
wwtw) tvriitf and pnetke*. Ini
cwldnH b« ceutdnl b<
about what «ras being discusses
eiherwl««, tliey'd scare thetr s<»J«cts awsy.

Paul Oebhard, fbr eunwle, t! le
llervard-trainedanlhtoiKdcifiM whn
smweeded Kbttcy us (Ureetor c thr Kinuy
tnsiliute for Reeeareh tn Sex, C rnder and
Keproduellati, was asked durtni hio
preliminary Jeti Inteiview in 19 S about (ay
mea GeblxTd claimed they wti e tmt. "ihe
iwo were in Newr York Uty, w ilnmsy look
hioi to Ihr. men's room t)i Gruu Ceniiat
Station, which Uebliard hod use I brfoie.
Kinsey asked hint to llnte the Ui v<»Hii<a
It. Oebhard — fw Uitr|Nrriod,an edumk-d.
hnuwledgtwblo strei^l man —• ru
astonished at ih« number of me ililearty
miteini the resirooin for sexus
inwiRRaliens.

In sifflllnr(nihton. Ilif lUiso' lMi>oii
would oKiimiKh ^nl^rl<« at large v-iih its
findings that elmost all nun ma turbsted,
tliat hslf bad cheated vo lliclr w m, that
tieariy SOpercent of W«mea had had
(iTemsrItal scic. thai 19* peivetitdf lann

WHS a way
|l-h«l WKl

llrluivvH'.

;iterview*
rntal,
uninunl

>rvi^w«t«
conrusnit

boys bad lad aw wHhoidmais.
In choosinghis associatesand hflving «sx

«tth a miiuber of them, Kinsey • r.iraivd lii»
own cesua! tnopiu," aaye Jones, whtre
neuple were tree to expreei thei isdv««.
Kinseywouldiiuibe boundby bwYgeols
RioralUy, and wesnl It nice to hi re ihit
Wnd of emotional atipport struct iw? Al ilie
Kime time, lie could Justify U all In the
tiatneof stance, lie maD^vdto meldihr
professioualand ttieprhtalc"

Revealing good end bad
WlKii iideased. the Kinsey ke| wl came

under immedlBte fire. aomeKme
justiriably. from psydwloglsts 0 howas
thii;MologlttIntruding onlheir t irfTk
aiithroputotdsts (how roiiid the v « collural
riimplexltles of asx be crudely n duced to
ctnitHbigargRsran?)and a host of
nKismothrc defenders of taw,n IttUun ami
thr remlly.

Some of the latter have conlini rd tbrii
flghi ogalnst Kinaey's Studies. Tl r
ctmsctvallvegMupConcerned wpoieiiof
Aiacfka recentW pidietcd tliein tliuivIn
BloemingiMi, lad., and the nimll* Kewsreh
Council,whichhas pushed to end,
government fuadliig at sex aducicittm,has
ottacknlKititcyas a childebut^ in 199.%
lYirmer Rep. Steve Stockman called tor «
«{)vcisl panel to invesUsata Kinsey's
influeneft <nt x-xpdoratlen. |

tn revealing Kiiney as o scxualiUisHislva
and in painting wiMt eottie review rts have
fdl Is a dark, dettigKory^ra» nfthe
iitueccrtcseardter,Joots b̂bgta 4]y itself
iiAS been acvused of taking sides rith
Kinsey^ cohservaiiveenemies.

"I Icnew the book would give to iir
romfort lo imiiile wbow P|ilHli>s i tiblKW.'
JwiUN aayi>. "Idon'tlikegiving aa
loa rlsht wino, Idcologicel poTm i
thnt withes to dlMjnlsn and d
Vul 1 can't rtiimgr the facta"

Atthesaiucl&ia.he bwlsts th.,
reviewers have i»isr«irf Msbtogri
asMult. lie luended iht>booh to «
and analyticbot withan underlyiiu
ofsyniMthy." f

Yet Jones does agm* with somr of the
c«tfervatlv«»'wjdsr mgutinntl. Klnney did
want 10iitftlte attitudes and legal I
raMrlotlon* on sex more tderant. ioaes

""iumey did mix science witli polLiir.
And. accordlim toJonea, Klna^ dfi omne
to set; OTgsnixed Chrtoimlty as on often
pnuielous influence on a person's brkiwl
Mn»re*sloii. f

I'hnwBh1 domineerfaig fallier b{N*«i'
JerMy at the (ttniof the ccntttry.Rfatsex
Washdoculiiated with v "

unitioii
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prMnMfaif u (ubiactsff^
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l'n>ii-4tantlsni (n its most conconlretrd
forni." Jones s»a. "That tndudes aU the
ftres of hell and damnation and guDLBut it
aUii Inrlqdes the idea of rcdenivtlan
thi 'wsh faith and good wtsrkx."

Asa rcsnli, to many, the voung Kinsey
would havA been a model cftitea; m
ambitious KagleScout, Sunday school
tcacMT, avid naiunltst. h was thr.
embsrrastlni discovery of hla own sexual
ignccaiice —lielaidClarahadpAlnAiI
Intereoune at first until minor surgery
mrrecled her pruUem—that transronnfd
Klnser. That and the dlscovcrv of his own
spxaallty. Fior a seli-ntift, lor Kinsey,not to
know and to sec others In tUc laine
ignorcnce waslntoleiablo.

"Yoohave to give hini (aS credit," Jones
s«qr». "lie took his ownpain and
tiansformod hlmtnir Into an instrutnent of
reform."

Kinsoy mayhavebecoracasexual
evangelui, Init at heart, he was not a
hedonist or voltmiuu-v *o mueh as tlie same
worka)x>llcidealist, lie may well have killed
himself In 19S«at age 62 tbiough sheer
overwork.Hp wt4 a sexuel revoitiUoury
who legutarly voted RefiiAUcan.

In aUof thte, Jones tMtm. »Kb»vy
rcMwtitm no one s» mueh as the great
Virtorian dlKOVtreta and refomiem" -
netipla surb «« CtKirleB Darwin, Thwias
Huxley, Oeorge Bernard Shaw, Margaret
Ssnacr. Tlwoughthe Victorianera's highest
ideals of ii»nd work and enlightened aoctai
jirnprcM, they dismantled VTctorianisni


