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Biography makes Kinsey’s private life pubhc

Byﬂo‘t._\m
The Cabas MOming haws

imagine z worid In which you ware
never taughi muct of what vou know
aboyT sex — pot just e ordinary . e
svechaoucs of ProcTestion but whole gifenders and i irerpreadacs <f Lis

Revolutionary researcher changed thinking,
public debate about issues surrounding sex

awarld wnere parents s abiut
TASTLIDALOG and teen-agers aik about

~hat a5 fundamental erotic Mrerests
were gav: He had a number of intense
love #*Tairs with young men. He filmed
his assistaats having sex with wiiling
partnecs. He also encouraged his wife,
Clare, ¥0 have an affair with an assistan:
— with whom he alread; was inv olved.

areas such as cisease pasturbapog agd  G4kd abodT repression, Clacs STACSS
Tomosexuakry. religior, race and sexual omeniaticL.

imagine being clueless spout all of this
-~ and ;i koowicg whether aoyooe
could 3eip. but vou kpow s for cemain:
Just asicrz about amy of it will get vou

Sorze of this beat has greetec Jones'
buck — particelariy concorning Kinsey's
private life. In a starting excerpl toat
appeared in The New Yorker, Jones

o rocbie. 5 ] e 1
Imagioe much of Amerca tefore Dr. detarad l(mse:,"s risk-taking sexual
] ' wmﬂm'apim muln-partoer — actvities

“I's a differear world,” says James H.

Copses wbitan iy 2y, “Alrec. C that at the Time could have gotien hun

fired from Indiaca Cniversity and would

Kinsey: A Public/Private Life,” has just : ol 2

been released by W.W. Norzon. fUNE yomiod e repuation of fie
Maay people under 30 probably kave

aever heard of Kinsey. Skere Hite, Clinical approach

maybe; Kinsey, no. Bit when “Sexual
Behavior in the Human Male™ (1948) znd
“Sexial Behavior in the Humsan Female”
{1553) — collectively snown as “The
Kinsey Report” — were issaed and
Decarie best seliers, they set off a
firestorm & controversy. These
controversies have sontinued 1< flare In.
debares over Xinsey’s statistical
~rethods, iis use of inrerviews Wk sex

His resezrch — ané the blaze af
publicity he both cowrted and shunaed —
“shazrered the ald conspiracy of sillence,”
says Japes, a professer of Listory ar the
Um\rersnyameucnandtheauﬂmrof

“Bad Blood,” a study of the infamous
Tuskegee syphilis experiment. “Kinsey
zave people permissidoa in tae name of
science 1o talk about sex, and that bas
made an enoreoos difference. We Hye in

premanial Sex

In addit.oa, “Kinsey demonstrated ke
:gapbewaenprescribedmda_.cm
= Tween Whal runisfers,
doctors, teachers and lawmakers say

people should da as opposed 1 what they
actwally do. "“Rinsey convinced peoplie
et sex coudd de studied by scentists
and that our secial < sheuid be
informad by such Imowledge.”

Kinsey succeeded in all of this by
peesencing himself as the obiective
researcher — the complete man of
science. His great expertise was
or.mmllymgallwaspmmumy
callecticg and classifying the world's
largest archive of the tiny, wimged
insects. To most people, such a biologist
could not pe drier or further removed
{oom the swaasps of human sexuality.

Bur, accordng 1o Jones, Xinsey set offf
a sexual revolution precisely because he
was an ardent ravaluti —in his
work and his sex Hife. Altkough Kinsey
married and had chmdren, Jones argues

And,astissecreTitebecame’
increasingly pressured under the giare
o public scruziny and his ¢wn ambitions,
Kinsey became damagirgly masochisuc.

He drcumcises bimseil — wiliowi
anestaesia.

Unconventional methods
8¢ what refatomsnio does any of inis
have with his research?

A comwplicated one, Jones believes. In
his stodies, Kinsey was defermined to
gather as wide ard various 2 sampling of
sexual activity &s possible — rae bener
i evaluaze human behavior. Previous
sex theorists, including Sigmund Freud,
nad made sweeping cosclusions aSout
what was “abnormal” based o a few
mdred pecplé at mosL. A rardfacts
scieqrist, Kinsey was determined (o
rrumg the theorists wiik mountains of
data. He did not have the bemefit af
current sampliag techniques thar woukd
nave permitted smaler databases. -

olease see KINSEY/GS
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lnsmd. he eoluaed |he neer § upuhumm
number of 18,000 interviews,
Ho wanted) 200,000,
For this hizge effort, Kiwvey hundpicked
nmny goy of hizxcxval assiatahic, And be
en tested their settslidtitles by

exposing
lumwl to them, telking .n'lively sbout
8EX, PVEN lmvltxa sex with (. Al of
which could have besn a breach of
professional sthics and poasibily was » way
of “stacking the deck” agninst Jhist was
te" Ueliving.
(Kinsey also never hived a wordna as A
ch, 1o many, §eriovsly
weakened hio roport on lcmnle nexunlity.
Yot ax a reapnrcher, Kinsey'd pressing
need In the 19405 was to fln 4
associates wlio, in face-to.faco [nterviews
with le, would Lo nonjudyrhental,
witild be famQias with the nused unusunt
set terms and practices. Intfrviewers
couldn't be shueked, couldn't b confused
aboul what vas being
otherwisc, they’d scare tholy cu ucls awsy.

Paul Gebhard, for
Harvard-rained anthig ﬂ vmn
suceeedod Kbayey 6 director of the Kinsey

Instltute for Rexearch in Sex, Gender and
“rdhnm*.l: '“l? in ¢ bou
P s Interview about gay
men. G claimed mey rare. -&
1wy were in New York City, y Lok
hien to the men's rvom i ran t.mlwl
hmlou. which Gebliard hud usefi before.

&“sked him to tnye thes Do visiis

rd =« fus the period, a eduen

lmwludae&!ale streight man ~ was
astonished at the number of mep clearly
crulsing tho restroom for sexi
mngignations.

In slenllar Caahion, (b Kinsey fleport
would oxtonish Amoriea a terge with its
findings that alniost all men majlurbated,
that half had chsaiet! un tlwl: ns. that
nearly S0 percent of 4. hay

) scx, that l’
Soyl bad had sex with animals,

In choosing his associates and
with » unber of them, Kinsey |
own coxual ttopis,” says Jones,

le were free to expressy
y would tut be bound Ly
moralily, sod wamn't it nice to
kind of omotional support struct re? M the
rame time, be could justify i alllin the
name of scicnce, He wauvd toimetd she
professioual and the privaic.”

Revoeling good and bad
Whien teleased, the Kinsey R
under immediate mmnl(
Justifiadly, from ng
Ihil biologist intruding on e(r rf?),
5ts (how votild the vt wluml
mmplexmea of sex be crudely
cuumlng argrsms?) and & lmt
conservative defenders of law,

1 came
Was

and
the femily. ulon

Some of the Intter have contlnie thelt

fight ageinat Kinsey's studies. Tl

canservative group Concerned Wpnien of

Bloomingten: & "‘"..a.':‘;..f'.‘-‘:' i i
A inlly Heseareh

Cuunell, which has pushed to

cwemmem {funding of sex odn

attacked Kinsey a» a child shuy ln 19‘"

Tnrecer Rep. Steve Stockman galied for &
gpecial panel to in ate Kinsey's
lunuonec oA pex ptlucstion

In reveatiog Kinsey as o uma‘ vUsessive
and In palnting what sotiie review ru have
felt s @ dark, dm-gnwty of the
m ¢ researcher, Jones' blogie \hy ftwelt

Uen accused of taking sides With
KInsoy's conservalive enetnles.

“1 knew the beok would give so
comfort tn m-u&l:l whow Yv!)ll:‘n 1 ablot,”
Juistw nays. I emtmunition
toarl I -wing, mmﬂ po m of view
th wishes to @ tray Kinsey.
Bul § eon't change the "

Al ths sanse finse, he Iaulm that bouk
reviewrers bave misgend his blogrdphy as an
“eritleal

e but with an underlying thread
of sympethy.”

You Joncs doos akrit with someuf’ the
conscrvatives' w ug 2 gosned, Kinsey did
wan! 10 make sttht and legal
rextriotions on sex more tolerant, Junes

says.

Kinney 6id mix sclenco with ade.
And, acconting to Jones, Khmu?dé ot
to Jet vrclmiud Christianlty as an often

tlous tnfluence on @ Person's enus!

m:lm:.

3 ‘hnn:l.l hn’ aknnh.;x@a {ather ;lw.
rresy urn of the eentury, Kins:
was indoctrinated with “even; | i

USRS S SRS SRS

Protrstantim in 13 tost concenlrated
lma." Jm L “Tha) includes al] the

fit, But it
alan lnrhdes the {dea of re& .

thitwgh faith and sm
Asareaull, to mlln)'. g Kingey
woult! have boot & madel citizen: en
ambitlous Kagle Scout, Sunday schoo)
teacher, avid naturatist. It \m the
embarrassing discovery of his own mnul
ixmnme —hie wnd (.1an had painfu
rrecied b P ""fo';'mea
mr e em — 3
. That end the dlacove: his own
mu y- For & scluntis), for Kinsey, not to
know and 10 see others () the same
ignorence was intolerable,
*You have to give him full credil," Jonos
uy; “He his ovn
ssformod himaal? Imm Instrument of
rdom.
may have bacome a sexua)
evangelist, but al lmﬂ, he was 1t o
hedonist ot voluptuary so much as the same
workaholic idsafist, e muymll have killed .
himself Ut 1956 st uge 62 sheer
uverwork. e wis & mwa!
vrr'ao 1egu! m&.wod ncpn:b!l&ql:.a
nall nolen,
n»ml-!nnom to much as the ?em
Victorian discoverors and relnm:m“
‘;ﬂ»pla such 83 Charies Darwin,
uxley, George Bernard Shaw, ta
0. 'l'lmc!l the Vlmrl:n m’s Ighest
!de x of hard work and enlightened social
!rm. they dismantled Victorianism
m 8



